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CELEBRATING TAIWAN NATIONAL 
DAY 

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 30, 2013 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, today I 
want to recognize the upcoming National Day 
of the Republic of China, which commemo-
rates the beginning of the Wuchang Uprising 
on October 10, 1911, and led to the establish-
ment of the Republic of China—more com-
monly known as Taiwan. 

For decades, Taiwan has been a significant 
partner to the United States in regards to its 
security, economic, and political interests. Tai-
wan has acted as a model democracy in the 
Pacific region where the people of Taiwan 
enjoy self-governance with democratic elec-
tions. In addition to Taiwan’s political contribu-
tions to the region, it is also a vital economy 
in the Pacific. Because of this, I believe Tai-
wan should be allowed to join the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership sooner rather than later. 

Taiwan, however, is not only an economic 
player in the Pacific, it also plays and impor-
tant role in the U.S. economy. In 2012, Taiwan 
was the 11th largest U.S. trading partner and 
it’s the 7th largest market for U.S. agricultural 
products. In light of this, I encourage the Ad-
ministration to solidify a bilateral investment 
agreement with Taiwan, as it would boost both 
trade and investments for both parties. 

As we go forward with this mutually bene-
ficial partnership, it is important that we con-
tinue diplomatic visits to Taiwan; and, in re-
turn, we should invite Taiwan officials to the 
United States. By doing this we will see better 
understanding and respect between our coun-
tries. 
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HONORING CRISTIANI EXCAVATING 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 30, 2013 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, indi-
viduals and families benefit when businesses, 
big and small, are able to help communities 
maximize their economic potential. In South-
ern Indiana, Dan Cristiani is one outstanding 
example of a small business owner who har-
nesses the talent and work ethic of his em-
ployees to improve their community. 

At just fifteen years old, Mr. Cristiani started 
his first business by cutting down timber and 
selling it as firewood. Today his company— 
Dan Cristiani Excavating—is a full service 
business that sells and rents heavy equip-
ment, distributes topsoil and mulch, and offers 
waste disposal services for individuals and 
companies. 

In addition to owning a thriving business, 
Mr. Cristiani has become a recognized com-
munity philanthropist. He is particularly in-

volved with Clark County 4–H, saying, ‘‘My 
dad was involved in Floyd County 4–H, and I 
guess I’m kind of a chip off the old block.’’ In 
2002, he started a consignment auction to 
help raise money for the organization. The an-
nual event provides an opportunity for individ-
uals and businesses to sell farm equipment 
that is no longer needed, typically generating 
between $15,000 and $20,000 for 4–H. Addi-
tionally, he donates money for 4–H project 
animals. There is no doubt that 4–H plays an 
essential role in educating children about the 
benefits of agriculture throughout Indiana’s 9th 
District, and I appreciate that he is helping 
give children access to this wonderful organi-
zation. 

Beyond his contributions to 4–H, Mr. 
Cristiani and his excavating company help 
provide many other services to Clark County, 
such as funds and equipment for a new base-
ball park. But perhaps his greatest impact is 
felt when the community is most in need. For 
example, in 2004 a tornado struck the north 
edge of Borden, Indiana, and he immediately 
sent his excavating equipment and crew to the 
affected area to begin cleanup. He did so 
under no pretense of being paid, and there 
was no guarantee of reimbursement for equip-
ment use or staff salaries. Despite that, his 
team stayed in the area for weeks providing 
assistance to Hoosiers when they most need-
ed it. As a result, Borden was back on its feet 
much more quickly than other towns impacted 
by the storm. 

Dan Cristiani and Dan Cristiani Excavating 
are representative of the small businesses in 
which Hoosiers in Indiana’s 9th District take 
pride. Their commitment and generosity prove 
that, whether big or small, businesses of any 
size can make a positive contribution to their 
community. I am proud to represent such stur-
dy Americans, and I am pleased to highlight 
their good works in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD today in this installment of Indiana’s 
9th District Small Business Spotlight. 
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RICHARD LUTHCKE RETIREMENT 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 30, 2013 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Richard Luthcke on his retirement from the 
Pocono Mountain Regional Police Department. 

Mr. Luthcke served with the Pocono Moun-
tain Regional Police Department for 23 years, 
retiring in February 2013. For 10 of those 
years, he was a detective in the homicide de-
partment, helping to find justice for murder vic-
tims and answers for their families and friends. 
Before working for the department, Mr. 
Luthcke served in the United States Navy for 
four years. Presently, he works for the Stroud 
Area Regional Police Department as a homi-
cide detective on cold case murders in Mon-
roe County. 

Mr. Speaker, for 23 years Mr. Luthcke 
served to protect the Pocono Mountain com-

munity from danger and find justice for victims 
of homicide. Therefore, I commend Richard 
Luthcke on his retirement from the Pocono 
Mountain Regional Police Department and 
wish him the best of luck in his future endeav-
ors. 
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HONORING DENISE WEAR FOR 
EXEMPLARY COMMUNITY SERVICE 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 30, 2013 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to honor the enduring efforts of 
Mrs. Denise Wear on the occasion of the Chi-
nese Newcomers Service Center Benefit on 
September 27, 2013 in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia. For over 25 years, Denise Wear has 
devoted substantial time, talent, and resources 
to help raise funds and support for various 
community groups and she has coordinated 
many regional events for children and families. 

Mrs. Wear has dedicated herself to many 
causes and organizations seeking to improve 
our communities including Friends of China 
Camp State Park, Bay Area Discovery Mu-
seum, and Asian Scholarship Fund. Through 
her efforts she has been instrumental in pro-
moting the history of the early Chinese immi-
grants and appreciation of Chinese language 
and culture. 

Please join me in expressing deep apprecia-
tion to Mrs. Denise Wear for her long and im-
pressive record of service to the Asian com-
munity in Marin County and to our entire Bay 
Area Community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF EDMUND 
REGALIA 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 30, 2013 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize and thank Ed-
mund L. Regalia for his many years of service 
as Founding Director of the Kennedy-King Me-
morial Scholarship Fund. 

Established in 1968 in memory of the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy the Kennedy-King Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund provides financial aid to graduating 
community college students from minority 
groups under-represented at California’s four- 
year colleges and universities. Many award 
winning students have excelled academically 
but are faced with financial hardships. 

Since its creation forty-five years ago, the 
Kennedy-King Memorial Scholarship Fund has 
raised well over $3.5 million to help send more 
than 600 community college students from 
Contra Costa to four-year universities. None of 
this would be possible without Ed Regalia’s 
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